Working with children with dyslexia

There are several things important in working with kids with dyslexia. 

First  it is important to not only focus on the subjects he’s bad at. He might have some troubles with math as well, but not because he doesn’t know how to do it but because he does not understand the assignment he has been given. A buddy might come in handy with this. So if you put a good reader next to him who can read the assignment to him he might be able to  do a lot better on other subjects as well. 

Second it is important to also make sure he gets success-experiences. Practice with small goals, or make him feel good about the stuff he can do very well. (Maybe he’s creative and you can work with that to motivate or reward him). Find his strengths and use it. If he is only exposed to the stuff he’s bad at, or doesn’t make much progress in, it will be very bad for his self-esteem and it will be even more difficult to work with him and keep him motivated. And everytime he does something right, reward him (verbally is enough. Good job! Keep on going. Wauw you are doing great etc. Make him feel good about himself)

But off course, maybe the most important for you, you also want to stimulate his reading/spelling. A few things you can do with him. 
First you look at his level of reading. Does he know the letters? Can he already read simple words? 
· You can use flashcards. You write the letters or words on cards which you show to him. He has to respond as quickly as possible and say what is on the card. If he does not know it, you can tell him. Put the card back in the deck, and see if he gets it right the next time.
With this method you stimulate automate reading.
Important: Do not use to many cards at once that he doesn’t know yet. Start with a few, first automate those ones, than add some new ones.

· You can also use structure sequences. You make rows of words that have a similar component.  (eg. Dear, bear, ear). And let him search for the similarity in the words. And read this a lot.
With this method you get rid of the spelling-reading. Like b-e-a-r (. Becomes now b-ear -( bear. Because he starts to recognise whole parts of words.
· If he’s ready for reading small texts, prepare him for the text. Look at the title – what can it be about? – What do you expect? 
With this method you stimulate context-reading

· And if even this is going well you can stimulate the speed of reading with a triangle. You cut a triangle out the side of a piece of paper. Like below. You move the paper over the sentences he has to read. If you do this just a little bit faster than his natural speed, you stimulate him to read faster.  You can also do this with your voice when you are reading a text together. Take over the speed of the child, and then increase your speed a little bit. This forces the child to read a little bit faster.
Don’t try all this at ones. At first I would recommend the flashcards and structure sequences. If this goes well you can try to work with the small texts and increasing speed.
Good luck!

